
 
Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department 

P.O. Box 1200, Estes Park, CO 80517   
Phone (970) 577-0900   Fax (970) 577-0923 

Federal Identification number (84-1145121) 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Prospective Member: 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
Annually, the EPVFD conducts a new membership test series for prospective members.  There are five 
stages in which the prospective member must participate and pass.  The first is a driving record and criminal 
background check.  The second is a physical (DOT exam or equivalent) conducted by a Physician. (Your 
physical exam or proof of an exam within the last twelve (12) months must be completed prior to test date.)  
Third, is a written exam testing reading comprehension, interpersonal/ teamwork skills, map reading, math, 
and mechanical aptitude.  Fourth is a physical ability test (see attached sheet).  Fifth is an oral interview. 
 
All successful applicants that become probationary members will be reimbursed for the cost of the physical 
exam. 
 
Please look over the attached information, and complete it accurately for consideration at our next testing 
session. Please include a copy of your physical (DOT exam or equivalent). This application is good for 
this session only.  After completion of this application, please return it to a Membership Committee 
member or mail to EPVFD, Attention Membership Committee, PO Box 1200, Estes Park, CO 80517.  
Someone from the Membership Committee will contact you prior to the test date.  
 
Thank you again for your interest, and Good Luck! 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Scott Dorman   
Chief, EPVFD  
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·  No leave for rookies the first year – there’s too much to learn! 
·  Studying at home- as a rookie you receive an IFSTA manual. It’s a good start. 
·  Fund Raisers: Labor Day weekend, Fourth of July, Bi-annual mailing, etc. etc. 
·  Accidents that may involve people you know, and things you’ve never thought of. 
·  Fires – every type imaginable & in every kind of weather condition (-30° in the winter to +90° in the 

summer). 
·  Meetings – expect to spend every Tuesday evening at the station for the first 12 months, then just 

every other Tuesday (business meeting the 1st Tue. and department training the 4th Tue.) 
·  Truck Duty:  Make sure the apparatus are in good working condition.  Every Tuesday night of every 

third month when your squad had truck duty. 
·  False calls – drop what you’re doing, hurry to the station just to get cancelled. 
·  The occasional cat in a tree.  
·  Work Nights – in addition to meetings, when the work piles up. 
·  Training – in addition to meetings and regular training, add an occasional Saturday. 
·  Equipment upkeep – regular maintenance that everyone helps with (truck duty). 
·  Hazardous Materials cleanup – “don’t know what to do with that mess?” Call us. 
·  Fire Extinguisher training.  
·  Medical Calls – lift when they say lift.  
·  Learn CPR in November every year. 
·  Assist the D.O.W. with elk/deer. 
·  Forest Fires – a good dose of hiking to last all year. 
·  Body Recoveries – from water, mountainsides, vehicles, roadways, etc, etc. 
·  Bonfires – someone has to stand by just in case. 
·  Pages in the middle of the night.  No is DOESN’T matter how long your day was. 
·  Traffic Control –  your chance to be a moving target. 
·  Extra Meetings – anytime something important comes up. 
·  Easy to remember duty schedule: 24 hours a day /365 days a year / No holidays off. 
·  Mutual aid – to surrounding departments anytime they need us. 
·  Bomb threats- when called, we hurry to get CLOSER to these incidents. 
·  Extreme����physical and mental demands. 
·  Fire Prevention week- Every October talk to the kids about fire safety. 
·  Suicide calls. 
·  Stand By’s – ‘hurry up and wait’. 
·  Hose Washing – every time we use it, we wash it. 
·  Plus any thing else that comes up.  

 
 

 
 

 
- OVER - 
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Rookie to Firefighter 
 

In order to qualify as a firefighter with the Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department, a rookie must complete 
all of the following criteria: 
 

 
1. Completion of 160 hour Fire Academy (one or two night per week with some Saturdays for 5-7 

months.) The Academy covers: Fire behavior, firefighter safety, use of tools and equipment, and 
fire fighting practices all based on the Essentials of Firefighting 4th Edition. 

 
2. Hazardous Materials Awareness certification.  

 
3. Wildland Fire 130/190 red card classes (40 hours)  
 
4. Loveland Fire Days held on a weekend in the spring. (16 hours) 

5. First Responder Medical Certification. (36 hours) 

6. Business meetings the first Tuesday of every month. 

7. Do not miss more than 3 business meetings per year. 

8. Whole department training the fourth Tuesday of every month. 

9. Respond to at least 25% of calls per year. 

10. Successfully complete probationary evaluations every three months. 

11. Complete one year probationary period. 
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Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department 
P.O. Box 1200, Estes Park, CO 80517   

Phone (970) 577-0900   Fax (970) 577-0923 
 

Application for Membership 
Please fill out and return to above address 

 
 

Personal Information – please print legibly 
 
Name:       Date: 
 
Address (mailing)         Address (physical) 
 
 
 
Telephone #’s Home:       Work:     
 Cell:      Other: 
 
Date of birth:       Spouse’s name: 
 
Known Allergies? Please list: 
 
 
Emergency Contact Name:       Relationship: 
 Address:      Telephone: 
   
   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fire Fighting Experience - Please attach current certifications 
 
Organization:       Position: 
 
Address:        Service Dates: 
 
Phone:       Supervisor: 
 
Duties/ skills:       Reason for leaving: 
   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Employment 
 
Employer:       Position: 
  
Address:       Supervisor:  
 
Phone:       Employment Dates: 
 
May we contact them?  _____Yes _____No     Duties: 
 
Are you able to leave work in the event of a call?  ____ Yes ____ No 
Comments: 

 
 

- Continue on back side - 

 



References - Please list 2 people that are not related to you and whom you have known at least 1 year. 
Do not repeat names of supervisors. 
 
Name:      Name: 
 
Address:      Address: 
 
Telephone:      Telephone: 
 
Relationship:      Relationship  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Do you have a valid Colorado driver’s license?    _____Yes _____No 
 
License #:       State:      Class: 
 
Have you ever had your license suspended or revoked?    _____ Yes _____No 
If yes, explain: 
 
 
May we check you motor vehicle report (driver’s history)?    _____Yes _____No 
  
Have you been convicted of any misdemeanor or felony offenses?  _____Yes _____ No  
If yes, explain: 
 
 
May we check your criminal history report?     _____Yes _____No 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Applicant Statement of Understanding 
 

I certify that all the statements on this application are true and complete.  I understand that false statements on this 
application shall be considered sufficient reason for rejection of my application of termination of a volunteer agreement.  The 
Town of Estes Park is authorized to make any investigation regarding past employment or volunteer history.   I understand 
that firefighting activities are inherently dangerous.  I accept the responsibility for my own safety. I also understand that as a 
volunteer firefighter there will be a considerable time commitment required from me.  In the event that I am placed as a 
volunteer with the Estes Park VFD, I agree to comply with all of it’s orders, rules and regulations as outlined in the Standard 
Operation Procedures and Bylaws.  I understand that I am insured by Worker’s Compensation Insurance while performing 
duties as a volunteer firefighter.  I hereby release the Town of Estes Park and EPVFD, its officers, employees and agents from 
any and all claims, damages and liability, including any claims of personal injury and property damage arising from my 
participation in the EPVFD. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature    Print Name     Date 
 
 
 

Spouse’s Statement of Understanding 
 
I understand that firefighting activities are inherently dangerous.  I also understand that as a volunteer firefighter there will 
be a considerable time commitment required from my spouse.  I support my spouse’s decision to become a member of the Estes 
Park Volunteer Fire Department.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Spouse Signature    Print Name     Date  
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Candidate Physical Ability Test 
 

 
Instructions:  Complete all of the following events.  This is a pass/fail test.  You will be given two  

warnings for running between events.  Running a third time will be a failure of the test.  
 
Clothing:  Bunker pants, bunker coat, work gloves, helmet and SCBA without mask (this will be  

     provided for you).  Wear appropriate shoes. 
 
1. Stair Step: Warm-up time: 20 seconds at a rate of 50 steps per minute.  

Test time 2:00 minutes at a rate of 60 steps per minute. Total stair time: 2:20 
Candidate may touch or grab the side or rail or dismount the stair stepper twice 
during the warn-up time.  The: 20 second time will restart after such actions.  Ability 
test time will start immediately at the end of the warm-up time (with no break).  If 
candidate touches or grabs the side or rail or the stair stepper during the test time 
he/she will be given a warning. A second such action will be a failure of the test and 
the test will be concluded.  If the candidate dismounts the stair stepper during the test 
time such action will be a failure of the test and the test will be concluded. 
 

Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
2. Hose Drag: Drag a 1 ¾ inch dry hose 75 feet to a drum, go around the drum and take a 90  

degree right turn, drag hose an additional 75 feet to a marked area, turn and face the 
hose, then on one knee pull 50 feet of hose past the marked finish line.  You will be 
given 1 warning for grabbing the drum for support.  Grabbing the drum a second 
time, failing to drag the hose around the drum while staying within the marked are, 
not pulling the hose properly, or not completing the event will constitute a failure and 
the test will be concluded.  This is the only event in which you may run.  The hose 
must be placed over your shoulder or across the chest.  
 

Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
3. Equipment Carry :  Remove both saws, one at a time, from the compartment and place them on the  
       ground: pick up both saws simultaneously and carry them 75 feet to and around      

the marker then back to the compartment.  Place both saws on the ground and    
replace each saw individually back in its respective compartment.  You will be 
given one warning for running.  Dropping a saw or running a second time will be 
considered a failure and the test will be concluded.  

 

Walk 85 feet to --- 
 

4. Ladder Raise/ Extension: Grasp the top rung of a 24 foot aluminum extension ladder and walk your  
hands down the rungs raising the ladder.  After the ladder is raised, extend the 
ladder fly to the pre-marked point, then lower the fly back to the ground.  Use 
a hand over hand raising and lowering motion.  You will be given one 
warning for missing a rung. Missing a second rung, dropping the ladder or 
having an uncontrolled lowering of the fly will constitute a failure and the test 
will be concluded.  
 

Walk 85 ft to --- 
 

 
                 -OVER-                                                                                                      09/2005 



 
5. Forcible Entry : Using a 10 pound sledge hammer, strike a target plate that is 36 inches off the  

ground 6 times.  You will be given 1 warning for stepping outside of the box, losing 
your grip on the sledge hammer or stepping outside of the toe box a second time will 
constitute a failure and the test will be concluded.  

 

 Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
6. Search Event: Crawl on your hands and knees through a tunnel that is 64 feet long, 3 feet high  

and 4 feet wide.  The tunnel will have two narrow points and obstacles to crawl over, 
under and around.  The tunnel will be dark.  Exiting the tunnel through an escape 
hatch will constitute a failure and the test will be concluded.  

 

   Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
7. Rescue Event: Grab a 145 pound mannequin by the straps and drag 35 feet around the marker  

then back to the finish line. You may let go of the straps to get a better grip but you 
must grasp both straps when pulling.  Not completing the drag or not going around 
the marker will be considered a failure and the test will be concluded.  

 

Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
8. Ceiling Breach/ Pull: Using a pike pole, push up on a weight system 3 times then move to the pull   

down counter balance.  Pull down 5 times, this completes one set.  Proceed back 
to the platform; repeat the procedure until 4 sets have been completed.  You are 
given one warning for dropping the pike pole and one warning for stepping 
outside the marked area.  Dropping the pike pole or stepping out of the marked 
area a second time will constitute a failure and the test will be concluded.  Losing 
your grip on the pike pole but not dropping the pole to the ground will not count 
for a warning.   

 
You have 13:00 minutes and 30 seconds (13:30) to complete the entire course.  Failure to complete any 
event or within the allotted time will be a failure of the test and the test will be concluded at that time. 
 
 
Please sign and return this form along with your Application for Membership 
 
 
I __________________________________________, have read and understand the standards for the 
                                                    please print 

 physical ability test.  I also understand that I am taking the test at my own risk.  
 
 
_______________________________________________  _____________________________ 
Signature         Date 
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Candidate Physical Ability Test 
Applicant’s Copy 

 
Instructions:  Complete all of the following events.  This is a pass/fail test.  You will be given two  

warnings for running between events.  Running a third time will be a failure of the test.  
 
Clothing:  Bunker pants, bunker coat, work gloves, helmet and SCBA without mask (this will be  

     provided for you).  Wear appropriate shoes. 
 
9. Stair Step: Warm-up time: 20 seconds at a rate of 50 steps per minute.  

Test time 2:00 minutes at a rate of 60 steps per minute. Total stair time: 2:20 
Candidate may touch or grab the side or rail or dismount the stair stepper twice 
during the warn-up time.  The: 20 second time will restart after such actions.  Ability 
test time will start immediately at the end of the warm-up time (with no break).  If 
candidate touches or grabs the side or rail or the stair stepper during the test time 
he/she will be given a warning. A second such action will be a failure of the test and 
the test will be concluded.  If the candidate dismounts the stair stepper during the test 
time such action will be a failure of the test and the test will be concluded. 
 

Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
10. Hose Drag: Drag a 1 ¾ inch dry hose 75 feet to a drum, go around the drum and take a 90  

degree right turn, drag hose an additional 75 feet to a marked area, turn and face the 
hose, then on one knee pull 50 feet of hose past the marked finish line.  You will be 
given one warning for grabbing the drum for support.  Grabbing the drum a second 
time, failing to drag the hose around the drum while staying within the marked are, 
not pulling the hose properly, or not completing the event will constitute a failure and 
the test will be concluded.  This is the only event in which you may run.  The hose 
must be placed over your shoulder or across the chest.  
 

Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
11. Equipment Carry :  Remove both saws, one at a time, from the compartment and place them on the  
       ground: pick up both saws simultaneously and carry them 75 feet to and around      

the marker then back to the compartment.  Place both saws on the ground and    
replace each saw individually back in its respective compartment.  You will be 
given one warning for running.  Dropping a saw or running a second time will be 
considered a failure and the test will be concluded.  

 

Walk 85 feet to --- 
 

12. Ladder Raise/ Extension: Grasp the top rung of a 24 foot aluminum extension ladder and walk your  
hands down the rungs raising the ladder.  After the ladder is raised, extend the 
ladder fly to the pre-marked point, then lower the fly back to the ground.  Use 
a hand over hand raising and lowering motion.  You will be given one 
warning for missing a rung. Missing a second rung, dropping the ladder or 
having an uncontrolled lowering of the fly will constitute a failure and the test 
will be concluded.  
 

Walk 85 ft to --- 
 

                    -OVER-                                                                                    09/2005 



13. Forcible Entry : Using a 10 pound sledge hammer, strike a target plate that is 36 inches off the  
ground 6 times.  You will be given one warning for stepping outside of the box, 
losing your grip on the sledge hammer or stepping outside of the toe box a second 
time will constitute a failure and the test will be concluded.  

 

 Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
14. Search Event: Crawl on your hands and knees through a tunnel that is 64 feet long, 3 feet high  

and 4 feet wide.  The tunnel will have two narrow points and obstacles to crawl over, 
under and around.  The tunnel will be dark.  Exiting the tunnel through an escape 
hatch will constitute a failure and the test will be concluded.  

 

   Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
15. Rescue Event: Grab a 145 pound mannequin by the straps and drag 35 feet around the marker  

then back to the finish line. You may let go of the straps to get a better grip but you 
must grasp both straps when pulling.  Not completing the drag or not going around 
the marker will be considered a failure and the test will be concluded.  

 

Walk 85 feet to --- 
 
16. Ceiling Breach/ Pull: Using a pike pole, push up on a weight system 3 times then move to the pull   

down counter balance.  Pull down 5 times, this completes one set.  Proceed back 
to the platform; repeat the procedure until 4 sets have been completed.  You are 
given one warning for dropping the pike pole and one warning for stepping 
outside the marked area.  Dropping the pike pole or stepping out of the marked 
area a second time will constitute a failure and the test will be concluded.  Losing 
your grip on the pike pole but not dropping the pole to the ground will not count 
for a warning.   

 
You have 13:00 minutes and 30 seconds (13:30) to complete the entire course.  Failure to complete any 
event or within the allotted time will be a failure of the test and the test will be concluded at that time. 
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