
 
 

Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department  
Dive Rescue Team 

P.O. Box 1200, Estes Park, CO 80517   
Phone (970) 577-0900   Fax (970) 577-0923 

Federal Identification number (84-1145121) 
 
 
 
 
Dear Prospective Member: 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Estes Park Volunteer Fire Dept. Dive Rescue Team. 
 
Annually, the EPVFD conducts a new membership test series for prospective members.  There are five 
stages in which the prospective member must participate and pass.  The first is a driving record and 
criminal background check.  The second is a physical (DOT exam or equivalent) conducted by a 
Physician. (Your physical exam or proof of an exam within the last twelve (12) months must be 
completed prior to test date.)  Third, is a written exam testing reading comprehension, interpersonal/ 
teamwork skills, map reading, math, and mechanical aptitude.  Fourth is a physical ability test (see 
attached sheet).  Fifth is an oral interview. 
 
All successful applicants that become probationary members will be reimbursed for the cost of the 
physical exam. 
 
Please look over the attached information, and complete it accurately for consideration at our next 
testing session. Please include a copy of your physical (DOT exam or equivalent). This application is 
good for this session only.  After completion of this application, please return it to a Membership 
Committee member or mail to EPVFD, Attention Membership Committee, PO Box 1200, Estes 
Park, CO 80517.  Someone from the Membership Committee will contact you prior to the test date.  
 
Thank you again for your interest, and Good Luck! 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Scott Dorman   
Chief, EPVFD  
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·  No leave for rookies the first year – there’s too much to learn! 
·  Studying at home- as a rookie you receive an SOG and PSD manual. It’s a good start. 
·  Fund Raisers: Labor Day weekend, Scottish Festival, Bi-annual mailing, etc. etc. 
·  Accidents that may involve people you know, and things you’ve never thought of. 
·  Diving – every type imaginable & in every kind of weather condition (-30° in the winter to +90° 

in the summer). 
·  Meetings – expect to spend every 2nd Tuesday evening from 7pm – 10pm and 2nd Saturday from 

8:00am – 5:00pm, (business meeting the 2nd Tue. and department training the 2nd Sat.) 
·  False calls – drop what you’re doing, hurry to the station just to get cancelled. 
·  The occasional elk in the pool.  
·  Work Nights – in addition to meetings, when the work piles up. 
·  Training – in addition to meetings and regular training, add an occasional Saturday or 

Weeknight. 
·  Equipment upkeep – regular maintenance that everyone helps with (truck duty). 
·  Dive Rescue Summer Series – excellent training in Estes and other areas of Colorado during the 

Month of May and June. 
·  Hazardous Materials cleanup – “don’t know what to do with that mess?” Call us. 
·  Training on Dive Truck  
·  Medical Calls – Possible patient care at scene.  
·  Learn CPR in November every year. 
·  Assist the D.O.W. with elk/deer. 
·  Body Recoveries – from water, vehicles, roadways, etc, etc. 
·  Pages in the middle of the night.  No it DOESN’T matter how long your day was. 
·  Traffic Control –  your chance to be a moving target. 
·  Extra Meetings – anytime something important comes up. 
·  Easy to remember duty schedule: 24 hours a day /365 days a year / No holidays off! 
·  Mutual aid – to surrounding departments anytime they need us. 
·  Bomb threats- Dam, Power plant, etc. when called, we hurry to get CLOSER to these incidents. 
·  Extreme����physical and mental demands. 
·  Water Safety Programs- Every year talk to the kids about water safety. 
·  Suicide calls. 
·  Stand By’s – ‘hurry up and wait’. 
·  Gear Washing – every time we use it, we wash it. 
·  Plus any thing else that comes up.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department  
Dive Rescue Team 

P.O. Box 1200, Estes Park, CO 80517   
Phone (970) 577-0900   Fax (970) 577-0923 

 
Application for Membership 

Please fill out and return to above address 
 
 

Personal Information – please print legibly 
 
Name:       Date: 
 
Address (mailing)         Address (physical) 
 
 
 
Telephone #’s Home:       Work:     
 Cell:      Other: 
 
Date of birth:       Spouse’s name: 
 
Known Allergies? Please list: 
 
 
Emergency Contact Name:       Relationship: 
 Address:      Telephone: 
   
   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Diving Experience - Please attach current certifications 
 
Organization Certified Through:      Limited Visibility Diving: 
 
Date Certified:        Max Depth: 
 
Total Number of Dives:       Coldest Water Temp: 
 
Any Other Dive Certifications:      Why Do You Dive: 
   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Employment 
 
Employer:       Position: 
  
Address:       Supervisor:  
 
Phone:       Employment Dates: 
 
May we contact them?  _____Yes _____No     Duties: 
 
Are you able to leave work in the event of a call?  ____ Yes ____ No 
Comments: 
 
 

- Continue on back side - 



 
References - Please list 2 people that are not related to you and whom you have known at least 1 year. 
Do not repeat names of supervisors. 
 
Name:      Name: 
 
Address:      Address: 
 
Telephone:      Telephone: 
 
Relationship:      Relationship  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Do you have a valid Colorado driver’s license?    _____Yes _____No 
 
License #:       State:      Class: 
 
Have you ever had your license suspended or revoked?    _____ Yes _____No 
If yes, explain: 
 
 
May we check you motor vehicle report (driver’s history)?    _____Yes _____No 
  
Have you been convicted of any misdemeanor or felony offenses?  _____Yes _____ No  
If yes, explain: 
 
 
May we check your criminal history report?     _____Yes _____No 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Applicant Statement of Understanding 

 
I certify that all the statements on this application are true and complete.  I understand that false statements on this 
application shall be considered sufficient reason for rejection of my application of termination of a volunteer agreement.  
The Town of Estes Park is authorized to make any investigation regarding past employment or volunteer history.   I 
understand that rescue diving activities are inherently dangerous.  I accept the responsibility for my own safety. I also 
understand that as a volunteer rescue diver there will be a considerable time commitment required from me.  In the event 
that I am placed as a volunteer with the Estes Park VFD, I agree to comply with all of it’s orders, rules and regulations as 
outlined in the Standard Operation Procedures and Bylaws.  I understand that I am insured by Worker’s Compensation 
Insurance while performing duties as a volunteer rescue diver.  I hereby release the Town of Estes Park and EPVFD, its 
officers, employees and agents from any and all claims, damages and liability, including any claims of personal injury 
and property damage arising from my participation in the EPVFD. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature    Print Name     Date 
 
 
 

Spouse’s Statement of Understanding 
 
I understand that rescue diving activities are inherently dangerous.  I also understand that as a volunteer rescue diver 
there will be a considerable time commitment required from my spouse.  I support my spouse’s decision to become a 
member of the Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department’s Dive Rescue Team.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Spouse Signature    Print Name     Date  
 
 
 
 

Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department, PO Box 1200, Estes Park, CO 80517, 970-577-0900 phone, 970-577-0923 fax 



 
Estes Park Fire Department Dive Rescue Team 

New Recruit Watermanship / Skills Test 
 

 
 
Candidate: ____________________________     Date: __________     Total Score: _____     P   F 
 
Heart Rate:  Start ________  Finish ________      Blood Pressure:  Start _______  Finish ______ 
 
 
 
 
New Recruit Watermanship Evaluation Parameters 
 

There are three exercises that evaluate stamina and comfort in the water, each rated by points.  The diver 
must successfully complete all stations and score a minimum of 9 points to pass the test.   

 
 
 
 
Stamina Exercise 1: 500 Yard Swim 
 

The diver must swim 500 yards without stopping, using a forward stroke and without using any swim aids 
such as dive mask, swim goggles, fins, snorkels or flotation devices.  Stopping or standing up in the shallow 
end of the pool at any point during this exercise will constitute a failure of this evaluation station. 

 
 Time To Complete    Points Awarded 
  --Under 10 minutes    5 
  --10 to 13 minutes    4 
  --13 to 16 minutes    3 
  --16 to 19 minutes    2 
  --More than 19 minutes              1 
  --Stopped or incomplete                    Incomplete 
 
 
Stamina Exercise 2: 15 Minute Tread 
  

Using no swim aids and wearing only a swimsuit, the diver will stay afloat by treading water, drown-proofing, 
bobbing or floating for 15 minutes, with hands out of the water for the last 2-minutes, the exercise is then 
completed by the diver retrieving a brick from the bottom of the pool.   
 
Performance Criteria:    Points Awarded 

--Performed satisfactorily    5 
--Stayed afloat, but hands not out of water  3 
  2 min or unable to retrieve brick                                 
--Used side or bottom for support, unable   1 
  to keep hands out of water and unable to  
  retrieve brick                  
--Used side or bottom for support >twice     Incomplete 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  - over - 

 



 
 
 
Stamina Exercise 3: 800 Yard Snorkel Swim                 10/2006 
 

Using a dive mask, fins, snorkel and swimsuit (no BCD or other flotation aid) and swimming the entire time 
with the face in the water, the diver must swim nonstop for 800 yards.  The diver must not use arms to swim 
at any time.   

 
Performance Criteria:    Points Awarded 

--Under 15 minutes                                       5 
--15 to 17 minutes                                            4 
--17 to 19 minutes    3 
--19 to 21 minutes    2 
--More than 21 minutes                           1 
--Stopped at any time       Incomplete 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please sign and return this form along with your Application for Membership 
 
 

I________________________________________________, have read and understand the standards 

for the physical Watermanship / Skill Test.  I also understand that I am taking the test at my own risk.  

 
_______________________________________________________  _____________________ 
Signature         Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department, PO Box 1200, Estes Park, CO 80517, 970-577-0900 phone, 970-577-0923 fax 


